PRESENTATION AT FEED

P K Das Architect Activist



"ON thls waterfront there is certainly no Marlon Brando but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.
It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastline
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
took off with the Mohalla committee, Wthh was formed in 1993, when

invested into the project.

The construction started in May 1999 Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair an November 27, 2000. This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.
An interactive play to highlight the problems of the common man was
held next on the May 6 2001 .

a group of people started taking
an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Association in 1996,
which was later converted to a
trust in 2000.
The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it
out in the court and got 1,500
 trucks of debris removed from the
area facing the Bandstand Fort.
Once this was done the group
- moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline.
The idea was to prevent it from en-
. croachments, partucularly those
that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel.
The citizens had already con- e
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked with architect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concerned bodies. The funds were
provided by ShabanaAzmi, MP, Rajya Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme
. for the infrastructure. But seeing the manner in which the work was
*proceeding, and the effort being poured by the Iocals, more money was
¢

The variety of events held at the
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of ca-
maraderie among all those who
come here. They voluntarily stop
people from creating nuisance,
throwing rubbish as they have
| developed a sense of ownership.
i The promenade is now aimost
i complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
reclaimed land, from Bandstand
to St.Andrews Church corner, has
been saved from certain disaster.
Encroachment and other such
nuisances would have certainly
F destroyed the entire already en-
dangered coastline.
| “The people have developed a

¥ good trust and funds are slowly

: e trickling in.”. The association and

Iocals are appeallng to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per

month. Apart from this certain'sponsors have taken a keen interest

and have contributed towards the development of gardens and other
features.

If this example is emulated, @ number of public spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people.

~
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| By Gunwanthi Balaram

MUMBAI. “In a city gasping for
breath, it is quite dreadful,” ob-
Se'rves British architect and ‘Bom-
y boy’ Pierre d’Avoine, “that
umban s greatest open spaces, its
%\/aterfronts are being so vandalised
iat its people can derive little ben-
£fit from them.” Treated as dump-
mg grounds for debris, garbage and
sewage, or as free sites for en-
groachment, several of Mumbai’s
waterfronts are actually shunned
by its residents. So, it is heartening
to, find some citizens’ groups and
architects launching joint initiatives
tgnurse their bit of waterfront back
fo Jife—as in Bandra, for instance.
<,Walk along the Bandra water-
front now, and you will find that the
dramatic black rocks along the old
Band Stand are rising from the de-
bris, as it were, as are the mangroves
off. Carter Road. What’s more, a
new promenade is being construct-
ed along these contours of seafront
8o'people can take a brisk walk and
gét a breath of fresh air.

* The Bandra project, on which
work started a couple of months
agb is part of architect and housing
activist PK. Das’ masterplan for the
restoration of the city’s waterfront.
Drawn up over two years ago, the
masterplan looks at the phased re-
juvenation of three types of water-
front areas—public spaces like
beaches and waterfront prome-
nades; native settlements like fish-
ing villages; and s%lde heritage
precincts like the Worli, Mahim,
Bandra and Vasai forts.

K

Hemant Ehirodkar

. ClTlZENS’ WALK: The Iamkmped promenade at Bandn Band Stand, mastel\-p

w:ll involve citizens’ participation in its execution and maintenance

To begin with, he is sensibly tack-
ling public spaces. These include 14
independent schemes estimated to
cost about Rs 1 crore each to exe-
cute. Committed to the rules of the
coastal regulation zone, the archi-
tect is anti-reclamation and be-
lieves instead that “it is important
to stop the abuse of our existing wa-
terfronts and work within the exist-
ing realities to progressively restore
and preserve their natural beauty”.

His restoration projects envisage
the creation of landscaped walkway
, edestrianisation, seating, lighting,
security, dramage, planting of suit-
able trees and shrubs and the instal-
lation of plaques on the hisf of
the waterfront/nexghbourhood
“Above all, they involve cltizens
partlcnpatlon in executlon and
maintenance.”

The Bandra scheme is bemg exe-
cuted under the supervision of a
team of local residents’ associations
with an initial grant from Rajya
Sabha MP and actress Shabana
Azmi. She has donated Rs one
crore from her MP’s constituency
development fund to the Bandra-
Juhu waterfront development pro-
gramme—Rs 30 lakhs each for
Carter Road and Band Stand and
Rs 40 lakhs for Juhu.

“We will mobilise donations to
carry on the up%radatlon work, and
collect a small monthly mainte-
nance fee from our 1,200 members
Lo maintain the promenade. There
will be no entry fee and everybody
is welcome to use the promenade,”
«r\y Arup Sarbhadikary and Ka-

ai’s vandalised Waterfronts

mala Soni of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents’ Association. “Im-
pressed by the work so far, new
sponsors are coming forward,”
adds a Carter Road resident.

“I'm thrilled, my faith in the abili-
ties of the local citizens’ groups and
the architect of the scheme has
been vindicated,” says Shabana
Azmi. “Such localised initiatives
are the best alternative to large
grandiose plans which move away
from citizens rather than draw
them in. They also cut across class
barriers,” maintains the MP, adding
that she intends to continue to sup-

rt them in every way she can.

Work on the Juhu project will

mmence next month, according
to Ms Azmi. It envisages sprucing
up the beach as well as the ‘influ-
ence areas’, i.e. the Juhu-Tara Road
and the seven axis roads leading to
the beach, and creating a plaza
around the Shivaji statue with
proper sanitation facilities for both
hawkers and visitors.

Several agencies, including the
traffic police, the taximen’s and
hawkers’ unions, residents’ groups
and the National Airport Authority
have been consulted on the issue
and have agreed to cooperate in the
Rs 2.4 crore project, adds Mr Das.
The plans for the Dadar-Prabhade-
vi waterfront have also been
cleared by the BMC, and the archi-
tect and local citizens’ groups are
discussing how best to implement
the programme. “Hopefully, it will
{a)ll come toget;:er. It’s hard work,

ut very rewarding,” he sa;
Ty 2 ys. 4
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Rise of the citizen activist

The urban middle class has been largely indifferent to the majority of social and political issues. But the tide’s turning.

Looking for a cause?

Wada Na Todo Abhiyan
A national campaign focus-
ing on developing a 10-point
charter across 300 con-
stituencies in 20 states with
demands of socially-exclud-
ed groups on issues like
housing, livelihood, environ-
ment and social justice. It
will be submitted to the sit-
ting member of Parliament
and all candidates before

2009 elections.
CONTACT: www.wadanatodo.net

Think Bombay;:

Started by a Mumbai-based
think tank and students of
Nirmala Niketan, it aims to
provide medical and finan-
cial aid, counselling and
jobs to 26/11 victims.
Volunteers are visiting fami-
lies, whose primary wage-
earners were killed or
injured.

CONTACT: Sunaina Bhatnagar at
sunaina_bh@yahoo.co.in

Jagrut Nagrik Manch

A group of 20 organisations
that aims to bring about
political change through
public intervention. They
will take up two issues every
month — address an illegal

We should now go beyond single-issue activism and look to empower the weak and voiceless

PUNEET CHANDHOK/HT FILE PHOTO

activity and put governance

The educa:d and the empowered must lend their support to the weak and the voiceless.

Shivani Singh
New Delhi, January 8

THE POWER of one is to
seek change that the power
of many can achieve. The
public is powerful only
when individuals are not
self-contained.

As the India growth story
bloomed through the past
one-and-a-half decades, its
biggest benefactor — the
country’s vocal and opinion-
shaping middle class — in-
creasingly drifted toward
political apathy. Its growing
indifference to larger social
issues and a chalte hai atti-
tude had begun|to undo
much of the gaing we made
as a democracy. Lately
though, the tide isturning.

Most recently, jwe have
seen people like is — the
city-bred middle] class —
walking the rallies and
holding candlelight vigils.
Such efforts woked won-
ders in cases like Jessica
Lall’s or Priyadarshini Mat-
too’s. Now we have even the
rich and famousfin the ac-
tivism mode aftef the 26/11
terror attacks in Mumbai.

As a people, We always
had it in us. Odr freedom
struggle was a sterling ex-

ample of public activism. A
couple of decades after In-
dependence, we saw people
power during the Chipko
movement. States like Ker-
ala and West Bengal have
traditionally been hotbeds
of mass activism. Else-
where, we had Dalit families
coming together to claim
their human and social dig-
nity, or even uneducated
women joining hands to ban
liquor in their villages to
rein in the wayward men.
Then the Right to Informa-
tion revolution took place.
But we seem to come out
of our stupor only when we
feel directly threatened.
The middle class in Delhi
assembled at India Gate be-
cause it could no longer dis-
associate itself from the vic-
tims of rape and murder. The
Mumbai rich walked to the
Gateway only when the five-
star hotels were attacked.

“This is a good trend but
it has to lead somewhere,”
said Arvind Kejriwal, RTI
activist who won the
Magsaysay Award. “Peo-
ple’s campaigns have to be
focused on lasting solutions
and systematic changes
than just jumping from one
event to another. But no-
body, including the media
wants to talk about it be-
cause systematic changes
sound dry and boring,” he
said. “In Jessica Lall’s case,
focus was on getting justice
for her family. It should have
been used as a lead to cam-
paign for changes in the
criminal justice system. But
we didn’t see it happen.”

Activism by the middle
class, the rich and famous,
draws media attention and
moves authorities; more fre-
quent protests by the poor
and weak often go unnoticed.

Last month, police de-

gy - £ . + %
['he chalta haiatiitude of the
vocal opinion-shaping middle class
had begun to undo much of the

gﬁii},‘*} we made as a d(ili}i)i',l'él{,‘};

<
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tained more than 100 Dalits
in Tamil Nadu because they
tried to enter a village:fém-
ple. It didn’t help that I

had a court order allow

and in-your-face reporting
were able to provoke people
to speak up in case of Jessi-
ca and Mumbai attacks.”
Gupta said. “But we don’t
see such intimate reporting
of farmers’ suicides. To
stoke sympathy for such a
cause, the media has to
show greater commitment.”
We have stepped into the
new era of almost institu-
tionalised public activism
through the Right to Infor-
mation Act, One hopes a day
will come when our cities
will step out into the streets
demanding safe drinking
water for our villages.




New face of protest: Cyberspace

WANT TO BE AN ONLINE ACTIVIST?

Kamayani Singh
New Delhi, January 8

THE MARCHES are on,
thousands of - feet are
pounding in protest, and
slogans are reverberating
— all in the virtual world.

The role of social net-
working sites has moved be-
yond staying in touch with
old classmates and sharing
photographs. They are
swiftly becoming platforms
to discuss serious issues,
opening up a new and effec-
tive theatre of protest.
£ Before the Mumbai siege

came to an end, a communi-
ty called ‘In memory of all
those who died in the 26th-
27th November Mumbai
massacre’ was created on
Facebook.

In 24 hours, it found over
15,000 members, and a
month later it has over
85,000 members from over
25 countries.

And it was started by a 14-
year-old.

Anyone can lead protests
on the Internet. “I didn’t ex-
pect so many to join,” said
Shubham Kanodia, a Class
9 student from Santacruz,
Mumbai, who started the
protest page.

“Many from Pakistan on
the community have con-
demned the attacks and
there are comments on apa-
thy of politicians,” he said.

A similar community on
Facebook is called ‘I'm a fan
of the great hero who hit
Bush with his shoes in
Baghdad’. Tt has 1,04,000
members already. Sura
Alani from Iraq, who creat-
ed the community, said she
had not originally started it
as a serious endeavour. “We
have Arab and American
youth not only discussing
Iraq but also making an ef-
fort to understand each oth-
er,” said Alani. “Social net-
working websites are the
place where questions can
be raised without any fear

Social networking sites
are swiftly becoming a
platform to discuss
serious issues, opening
up a new and effective
theatre of protest

of consequences.”

Comments made on both
the communities are repre-
sentative of how these web-
sites are helping people
reach out to each other
“America is still full of
amazing people. Please
don’t see us as our Presi-
dent [Bush]. The only way
we’'ll ever eternally love
each other is if we learn
more about each other”
wrote Marcus Acosta from
the United States.

Another user, Claire Sin-
gleton from Sheffield, wrote:

“I live in the UK and my
boyfriend is from Baghdad.
What we see on TV in UK is
totally different from the re-

‘ality: of what Bush and

Blaire have done to Iraq.”

The fact that people on
these Internet sites don’t
know each other helps them
be more open.

“Social network sites may
be more appropriate than
newsgroups, listservs, blogs
and chat rooms for some po-
litical discussions as social
network profiles give you
plenty of information on the
user you are communicating
with...,” said Nicole Elli-
son, a media and infor-
mation studies expert ¥
at Michigan State Uni-
versity in the US.

There are some who
feel that the Net is the {
most appropriate space
for future activism since
it is convenient and peace-
ful.

“It’s not time-consum-
ing and can’t lead to vi- 3%
olence. It helps in citi-
zen empowerment,” -
said Anand Kumar, a
professor of sociology
at Delhi’s Jawaharlal §§
Nehru University. “It
can be the future of ac-
tivism, provided it leads to
some tangible results and
the political establishment
starts taking it seriously.”

change@hindustantimes.com

CREATE A profile on a social
networking website.

JOIN OR start your own
community there. You can
also send invites to your
friends, urging them to join.
BLOGS AND social network
websites have discussion
boards where you can
interact with other users.
ONLINE PETITIONS can be
posted on discussion
boards.

SOCIAL NETWORKING web-

sites can help you search
for old classmates, col-
leagues and other people
who might be interested in
a common cause.

YOU CAN use the ‘events
calendar’ to notify group
members about meetings,
marches, fund-raisers and
talks on issues related to
the cause.

ONLINE ARCHIVE of articles
and papers related to the
cause can be built.

SATISH BATE/HT FILE PHOTO
e

Mumbai residents at a peace rally at the Gateway of Indi

in memory of those killed in the terror attacks.

Mumbai’s citizens
step out to make

a difference

Ketaki Ghoge
Mumbai, January 8

TRUPTI PANCHAL (25) has
a degree in business man-
agement and a job with an
insurance company. Her
ambitions however lie else-
where; the 25-year-old resi-
dent of Juhu in Mumbai
wants to join politics — per-
haps contest municipal
elections as a start.

Family and friends hope
she will outgrow this fad,
but Panchal is among a
small but growing number
of youth who are convinced
that if they want change,
they must enter public life.

If you want to change
‘ anything about the
way we are being
governed, you have to

enter, politics.
TRUPTIPANCHAL (25), ,
plans to be a political leader

“How much can you shout
from the outside? If you
want to change anything
about the way we are being
governed, you have to enter
politics,” said Panchal.
“Youngsters can't afford po-
litical apathy anymore.”

After the terror attacks,
Panchal and a group of 30-
odd friends — they met on
the anti-terror circuit —
have joined hands with Ja-
grut Nagrik Manch. JaNaM,
as it is known, is a group of
20-odd Mumbai-based non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) working in the city.

The group wants to have
a say in electoral politics
and plans to introduce con-
sensus candidates in Mum-

-

THE MUMBAIKAR
After 26/11, the Mumbai
resident is asking ques-
tions and campaigning for
change

bai for the Assembly polls,

“We have shown that citi-
zens can enter politics,
when we made Adolf D™
Souza’s election possible in
the last Mumbai civic elec-
tions. This time we are look-
ing at a pan-Mumbai sce-
nario,” said Praful Vora, a
member of JaNaM.

It's also running drives te
remove illegal hoardings
and get an elected officer to
run Mumbai’s affairs.

Like JaNaM, many
groups that got together to
help 26/11 victims or express
solidarity are doing more.

Maharashtra’s  public
health department, wh‘l(;}l
launched a civic interface
through Nirmala Nikefal
College to rehabilitate
victims, is looking to set
Peace Corps in the u\
“Peace Corps is aimed as'a
citizen vigil group in locali-
ties. We are also seeking
government interface .so
some defence training..is
given to civilians,” said
Farida Lambay, vice-princi-
pal of Nirmala Niketan.

Whether it is helping vie-
tims or questioning gover-
nance and politics, Mum-
bai’'s middle-class is asking
questions, for the first time
in decades. It is also ready o
get out and protest as well as
campaign for its leaders.

change@hindustantimes.com
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AMUMBAT NEWS

A commumty effort scrlpts a success story

THE development of the sea-
front at Carter Road and Bandra
Bandstand has won international
recognition, with the receipt of this
year’s award instituted by the Wash-
ington-based Waterfront Centre for

“Waterfront Deyelopment Projects.
Selected among entries from all
over the world, the award recognises
the efforts of an entire community
to ‘retrieve its walurfront for the
public’.

A few years ago, the 4.5-km
stretch of the Bandra seafront was
little more than a dumping ground,
sewage disposal area and thickly
peopled by encroachers. It was P K
Das, an architect by profession and
also among the architects of the
save-the-waterfront scheme, who
took up the cause of the depleting
open spaces in Mumbai and con-
ducted an extensive study of Mum-
bai’s waterfronts. Soon, the Bandra
West  Residents’ = Association
(BWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust (BBRT), P K Das &
Associates and Member of Parlia-
ment Shabana Azmi came together
to save the Bandra seafront. What

Bandra Bandstand after the redevelopment work

followed is a classic success story of
citizens’ civic efforts.

“We felt we needed to do some-
thing to protect our water-fronts,”
says Darryl D’Monte, president of
BWRA and noted environmental
activist. “So we got together and
forged a partnership.” Das handled
the architectural inputs, Shabana

Azmi contributed nearly Rs 1 crore
from her MP’s (local area develop-
ment) funds and the residents took

‘up the cause as one they all held

dear.

That was perhaps when the mis-
sion’s success was assured — For the
first time, different organisations
pitched in together. The govern-

ment in the shape of the MHADA

~and the private citizens’ forums
- worked in co-ordination fo restore

the picturesque coastlime at Band-
stand and Carter Road. The results
of the redevelopment efforts are in
plain sight — palm trees, amphithe-
atres, a children’s park, an art court.

Having re-designed the facade,
there was still the question of main-
tenance. That’s where Harsh Mari-
walla -of Marico Industries con-
tributed his bit. Marico Industries
has so far spent almost Rs 25 lakh
towards the beautification drive and
planted more than 30 species of
palm trees. That’s where the name
Palm Promenade at Carter Road
comes from. Another corporate, US
Vitamins, contributes to the main-
tenance of Bandstand.

The seafront has gradually
grown into a buzzing cultural centre,
where concerts, yoga and tai-chi ses-
sions and plays are held. “There’s a
play every Friday, and in January
2003 we will be organising a major
concert and a carnival too,” says
D’Monte.

— UJJAYINI DAS
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PREAMBLE

WE THE PEOPLE OF INDI& having solemnly
resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN

SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and to secure to all it's citizen

JUSTICE, social, economic and political
LIBERTY of thought, expression,belief, faith and worship

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity

and to promote among them all.

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of individual and
the unity and integrity of the nation.

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY the twenty-sixth
day of November, 1949, do, HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION
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Govt revises growth rate to 9.6%

| Feh 2008, 0049 hrs IST, TN

& Print 1 EMail 22 Discuss New BookmarkiShare
B save B wwrite to Editor

MNEYY DELHI: The government on
Thursday revised upwards the GDP
growth rate for 2006-07 to 9.6% —the
highestin 18 years —from 9.4%

8 Fly high with according to its previous estimate.

db Personal Loan Though inflation combating has
induced an element of moderation,
finance minister P Chidambaram
appeared confident of the economy
ARpDy VoW S achieving a 9% growth hat-trick.

www.deutschenbank.co.in

db Personal Loan

Ahigher growth meant that economic
DRI | activity in India was estimated at Rs
28.64 |akh crore, while per capita
income rose to Rs 22,553, as against
Rs 20,858 in 2005-06,

A Passion to Parform Deutsche Bank

However, the revision did not alter the sweepstakes as even the 9.4% GDP growth
was second highest ever. And, despite the higher growth rate in 2005-06, China
retained the top slot.

The revisions put average growth over the past four years at 8.8%. Butwhat was lostin
the celebration of an improved performance was the fact that the growth in the last
fiscal was achieved over a higher base in 2004-05 forwhich the estimates were
revised from 9% to 9.4%.

The higher growth achieved in 2006-07 was on account of an upward revision in
agricultural output estimates — and, growth rate which rose from previously estimated
2.7% to 3.8%, which was closerto the official target of 4%.

Slmllarly, in the |atest estlmates released hy Central Statistical Organisation on
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INFLATION AT

Double-digit
chightmare

28

Prices have not risen this fast in 13 years. Home loans may get costlier. More bad news may follow

Shortly thereafter, the government announced
subsidised sale of edible oil through ration stores
across at least 15 states.

Gaurav Choudhury
New Delhi, June 20

AS FEARED, inflation has surged to double digits,

and a reversal is unlikely soon.

Interest rates are set to rise again and a
further slowing of the economy looks im-
minent, as do some tough measures from
the government and the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

According to data released on Friday,
the wholesale price-based inflation rate
touched a 13-year high of 11.05 per cent in
the week ended June 7, driven by a steep
hike in oil prices ordered by the govern-
ment earlier this month.

Experts said the inflation rate could re-
main double-digit for several months, as
higher oil prices cascade through other
sectors like transportation.

“These are indeed very difficult times,”
Finance Minister PChidambaram said.

| “The government is aware of the difficulties... we
- need to look at measures on both demand and supply

: sides.” f

These are
indeed very
difficult times...

The government is

aware of the
difficulties...

P.CHIDAMBARAM
Finance minister

Still, household budgets will be under pressure,

and for millions of home loan borrowers,
the pinch will only get worse as their
loans get costlier to service.

Most bankers expect the RBI to in-
crease its key lending rate ahead of the
July 29 review of the credit policy, and
some said the hike would be more than
expected.

Earlier this month, the RBI announced
a surprise hike, from 7.75 per cent to 8 per
cent, in the rate at which it lends to com-
mercial banks in the short term.

“We are not looking at another 25 basis
point (0.25 per cent) hike (in the repo
rate). We are looking at more,” said A.
Prasanna, of ICICI Bank.

If that happens, banks will be forced to
increase interest rates on home loans and

other finances, which, in turn, could hurt the broad-
er economy by slowing new investments.

gaurav.choudhury@hindustantimes.com

THE SQUEEZE ISCON g
' Remember this

 Investors should stay away

_ from equities till inflation cools,
say analysts.

w Fall in property prices

expected as developers sell

_realty at lower rates to tide over
ash crunch.

old, say analysts, could be

What’s next?

® Experts say inflation will
remain in double digits through
the next quarter at least. .

w RBI may further tighten credit
policy, forcing banks to
increase lending rates again.

m Home loan borrowers coul
be the worst hit. Monthly
installments may rise, loan
tenures may get longer.

m Government might adopt
more measures to boost supply
of commodities, although
options are limited. .

516

i

IMAGE: RAMESH PALAN

Number of points by which the Sensex fell after the inflation rate was

announced. Investors were further spooked by indications of interest rates rising.
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" Mhada’s Rs 4L
hsg scheme gets
mega response

Sanjay Hadkar

ﬂ [

el &

Yogesh Naik | TNN

Mumbai: The low-cost hous-
ing scheme initiated by the
Maharashtra Housing and
Area Development Authority
(Mhada) has received an over-
whelming response with the
sale of over 48,000 forms in the
first two days.

The authority is selling 870
flats of 180 sq ft each at Malv-
ani, Malad, as part of its pilot
project. The houses will be
sold at Rs 4 lakh each and th-
ose earning less than Rs 8,000
are eligible for the sche

sale of over 48,000
forms in the first
couple of days

Mhada had realised that
there would be a mad rush for
the scheme and had given the
contract of selling and acc-
epting forms to HDFC Bank.

There were serpentine
queues outside HDFC Bank
branches on Tuesday and
Wednesday. The police had to
be called in at some places as
there were law and order pro-
blems. In Borivli, the appli-
cants pushed each other and
also quarrelled with the po-
lice, who had been summoned
by the branch manager.

L S Panchal (64), who stood

FLAT FRENZY: Applicants waited for their turn in serpentine queues

in a queue for a long time,
said, “I always dreamt of
owning a flat but could not af-
ford one. At present, I live in
one room in a chawl with my
wife, son and his family. If 1
get the Malvani flat, then some
of us can move out.”

Ameena Bi, a 45-year-old
domestic help, patiently wait-
ed for her turn. She stays ina
slum at Kandivli with seven
members of her family. “My
sons and I can afford to buy a
flat. But we do not know about
the procedures involved.” '

Senior IAS officer Swad-

een Kshatriya, who promot-
ed the concept of low-cost hou-
ses while drafting the hous-
ing policy, said, “This illust-
rates the need for it. We reg-
uire more such schemes. The
government is planning to
build 26,000 such houses in
Malvani; 16,000 houses will be
reserved for mill workers.”

The Mumbai board’s chief
executive officer of Mhada,
H K Jawale, said the bank
would sell forms, priced at Rs
100 each, till July 18.

“One of the biggest reas-
ons for the rush is the low
price of the flats. Besides, Mal-
ad is still considered closer to
the city. Instead of going to
faraway Virar or Kalyan, com-
muting from Malad is rela-
tively easier,” he said.

yogesh.naik@timesgroup.com =
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In your thirst for knowledge, be sure not to

drown in all the information
— Anthony J D’Angelo

The Maharashtra Herald, A 6
Monday, September 24, 2007

Adventures of an RTI explorer

You have the right to obtain information. Getting your hands on it is quite another story

or several years I have been
Fplanning to use the Right To

Information (RTI) to get in-
formation and facts on things that
bother me in the city. I read up on
the subject, talked with friends,
blogged about it, but never man-
aged to take the most important
step, that of using the right and
asking for information. I even ex-
plored every possibility in which
1 could get information without
having to visit the Pune Corpora-
tion office. Unfortunately that’s
not possible. You have to work
hard for your information.

So I picked a Saturday when I
did not have much else planned.
Picked some RTI form samples
from the net and filled up three
forms asking for informa-
tion from the PMC. The first
form asked information about
footpaths/pavements in Pune. The
second about parking provisions
that commercial buildings need to
make as per corporation rules and
the third asking for information
about the PMC'’s e-governance
initiatives. I will write details of
the information I sought and the
response I got, when I do get the
information. For the time being
I will stick to the submitting the
form part. A friend of mine, who
has been complaining for years
about the stray pig menace in
Shivteerth Nagar, Kothrud, ac-
companied me hoping to submit
his complaint to the relevant
department and to finally rid his
locality of the pigs. Considering
that there is so much talk about
RTI lately, I was under this im-
pression that RTI mechanisms
in the PMC would be in place. I
expected to just have to hand over
my request forms to a central RTI
officer and he/she would take care
of forwarding them to appropriate
departments and getting me the
information I sought.

On hindsight I find it funny that
Tactually expected it to be so. Any-

way, we entered the PMC building
at about 2.30 pm. The first thing we
noted was that the PMC does not
believe in signages. So, unless you
ask for a place and then double
and triple check the information,
you won't find anything. As for
RTI, there was a board that listed
the departments and the designa-
tion of the person who would look
at RTI matters. But whom that
person was and how one was sup-
posed to find him was left up to the
tracking skills of the visitor. Also
everything in the building was
written only in Marathi. Marathi
that even  Maharashtrians
won't understand. Most English
educated Maharashtrians like me
would not know that Kanishtha
abhiyanta means Junior Engineer
and Sankhyeki means Statistics.
Marathi boards should certainly
be present, but why not also have
boards in Hindi and English.

However there was an enquiry
desk present. The lady there told
us that there was no centralised
right to information section and I
would have to go to the respective
departments. So for footpaths, I
was told 1st floor Paatha (Roads)
and for parking rules 1st floor
Bandhkam (Building). The tricky
one was the websites. No one had
any idea which department looked
at the PMC websites. We kept be-
ing pointed to people whose apt
description would be ‘they sit with
computers so they might know’.
Many enquiries later we were
told that Sankhyeki might be the
department to visit.

However this department was
hidden away on the 5th floor and
could be reached by only one par-
ticular lift. There are numerous
sections and many stairs and lifts
all over the building, so we kept
getting lost every two minutes,
found our way back to the main
lobby and then made a fresh at-
tempt. We got to the roads depart-
ment at about 3 pm and were told

HARSHAD OAK

that the lady who looked at RTI
was out for lunch and no one else
could help us. So we visited the
building department. We could
not locate any boards here as well
and we kept being sent to a partic-
ular engineer’s PA for directions.
He told us to go to the ward office
and said that nothing will get done
here. When we said that this did
not make sense and we wanted to
meet a senior official, he threw a
few saheb names and asked us to
wait. We waited and waited and
waited for the sahebs to turn up,
but they did not.

We now had spent over an hour,
had met 20 people and got nothing
done. We were irritated and we
decided to meet the commissioner.
We stormed to the top floor expect-
ing the commissioner to listen to
us and get things sorted out. As
we climbed up to the fourth floor,
1 noticed that as you start getting
nearer the commissioner’s office
the building starts getting a lot
cleaner. We reached the commis-
sioner’s door. I expected the guards
to drive us away and so explained
our problem. The guards were re-
laxed and heard us out. They then
told us that the commissioner was
last seen in office three days back,
s0 we weren't getting any help
here. By now we were crestfallen
and disheartened. It was obvious
to us why touts have a field day

in government offices. A common
man can never get any work done
unless he puts in extraordinary ef-
fort. Like Dementors in the Harry
Potter series, these offices had
sapped us of all our zeal to do any
good for society. Dejected, we sat
at one of the rare visitor benches
and talked about the evils of India
and why our friends who had mi-
grated seemed justified when you
face such situations.

After a few minutes we partly
recovered and decided to get at
least one thing done. So we headed
back to the roads department.
Fortunately, the lady had got back
from lunch. So finally at about 4
pm a PMC staffer read my first
form. Despite reading up quite a
bit about how to use RTI, I wasn’t
clear about how the payment was
to be made. Was I supposed to affix
a court fee stamp for an amount
that covered expenses like photo-
copying or was I supposed to affix
a ten rupee stamp and later pay
separately for other expenses? I
was now told that while submit-
ting the form you only need to
fix the ten rupee stamp and other
expenses are to be paid later. How-
ever the stamp was not available
in the PMC office and had to be
bought from a vendor across the
road. A rickety wooden stair took
me to the stamp vendor. After a
short wait I managed to buy the
stamps I required. The lady in the
roads department now accepted
my form. By this time, it was 4.30
pm on Sat afternoon and we had
just one hour left till closing time.
We rushed to the building depart-
ment; here the section where the
missing sahebs were supposed to
be sitting had now been closed
for the public. The person at this
entrance however saved our day as
he pointed us to a window where,
a lady; displeased for reasons un-
known to us, accepted our form.

We then found the Statistics
department. Like in all other

departments, here too, the staff
had no idea who was responsible
for RTI work. They asked me to
visit another department and
if that didn’t work, to meet the
people from the IT company work-
ing for the PMC. I told them that
PMC officials and not contractors
should be giving info, but to no
avail. So I went to second floor and
now presented my form to a person
from this department. He asked us
to wait and took our forms to the
contractor company people. He
returned after quite some time
and promptly sent me back to Sta-
tistics. As they now had no option,
the Statistics department accepted
my form. I was instructed to write
on it why I wanted the info. I said
that RTI does not compel me to
give reasons. So he suggested
that I write ‘For public welfare’. I
thought it better to comply.

The only matter now left was
that of the pigs. We came across
the office of the ChakaChak Pune
team. My friend told them about
how garbage was everywhere
except the bin and how pigs fear-
lessly roamed the streets. Our
complaint was noted down in the
proper department and we were
assured that the pigs would be
taken care of when their team
next visits the area. So we wound
up our historic visit to the PMC.
Although we struggled to get
things done, the PMC staff was
polite and interested, though com-
pletely ignorant about RTI.

The current status is that the in-
formation I have asked for is still
hidden away in a file somewhere.
However as there's a limit of 30
days for RTI, I am still hopeful.
The pigs, however, are hail and
hearty in Kothrud. It now looks
like unless the pigs themselves
decide to migrate from Pune due
to the traffic and commotion, they
are here to stay.

(The author can be reached at
harshad@rightrix.com)
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Karmnataka Right to Information Act

I (KRIA) was enacted in 2000 and imple-

mented In July 2002 after the relevant

[ rules were notiffed. KRIA §s one of the betters

draftod lows when compand to other States. It

fulfills most of the essentials for an jdead fros
dom of information faw,

For Instance, KRIA fmposes a duty on the
public authority to disclose information suo
moto and prescribes & simple procedurs for

| accessing information. The penaity on offickals
for failing to provide information and recovery
of the penalty from their salaries is something
unique in India. Besides, a limited nixmber of
exclusions have widened the KRIA net. Yetthe
usage of KRIA over the past two years has
brought to focus some of its loopholes as well as
the reluctance of the administration to imple-
ment the law, First ot klual' at tlwlﬂg,d'iﬂ'ﬁ'

Stte Government.

But what about private institutions like col-
leges and schools, which recelve government
land and tax concessions? Should not eitizens'
have acoess to information from these instit-
tions? A peculiar situation may arise shordy
when the electricity supply companies in Kar-
nntika will be privatised. The present govern-
ment companies will nutomatieally go out of
[ KRIA This is what has happenod in Delhi. It is
| essential that KRIA be amended to this extent.

It I8 the responsibility of the ‘Competent
authority’ to flunish information under KRIA
Section 2(a) dolinescompetentauthoritvas “the
head of theollice v any OF POrsonas may

W@ Government for the pur-

htt:»lammmxd mnam by a»'

ISRIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT EFFECTIVE?

pase of this Act”. Thunks to

the Government, a large CONSUMER Notes
author-

number of conpetent
Itieshave beennotified. Butinmany cases thesa
authorities are not the Heads of Offices or Sec-
tions, but subordinate officers controlled by
oflicers whose permission and ieadership influ-
ences the fumnishing of nformation: The sub-
ordinnte official may not have the requisite
competence and knowledge to decide whether
the information sought is privileged or not.

itis unfortunate that the word ‘information’
used in KRIA and the word ‘document’ used i
the application (Form-A) has caused some con-
fusion, The Nagarika Seva Trust, a Bangalore-
based environment group, which has filed over
106 applications, has been denled Informntion
becatse ofthis mlstnmrpretatxon. KRIA defines
information as “any matter in respect of the
{ i .m i lI strit mn ar dt\ Ision of a

Competent Authorities are of the view that if
the required 'document’ is not avallable the
same can be denied under KRIA. In their view
Information should be confined to such docu:
mentary material produced by an office for its
reference and readily available, If this narrow
view is taken, perhaps no worthwhile informa.
tion will be available, It 15 true that no one
deparument or office can be a depository of all
governmental Information. While some is gen-
ermted in-house, alot mare 1s recetved fram oth-
et departments, Secondly all Information may
not be in a presentable form. It needs to be fine
tuned. If @ citizen wants to have intorynation.
which involves several depmmems, a largw

L 00 D e

mation. Right to information
presupposes a systemn of sei-
entific Record Manageiment

What the Law tntends cannot be frussrated b)
an enabling Rule. The Rules framed under the
KRIA intends to do exactly this. Rule 4 &) (i)
says than application can be retusned if it is
Incomplete, defective or the purpose 1s not
clearly mentioned. KRIA needs to be amended
suitably, also because it suffors from serfous
lacunae relating to Appeals,

It 1s time an independent body is constituted
to review the working of KRIA and its tmple-
mentatiot: Indeveloped countries we have Pub-
lie Information Commissioners who regulate
the operation of freedom of informution lnw
They also {dentify problem areas and suggest
improvements, In India the Delht Right to
Information Act provides fra coune!! for infor-
mation CONSISLNG of munistors, barennerats

lawyersand representatives of the
civil sockety. The councll monitors the tmple
mentation of the RTTand submits reports to the
State Government. Simtlarly tUw Mahamshira
Right to Information Act j rovides for croation
of a Council at the State and Revenue Divisioa
level

Nonr-response [rom public authorities needs
to be taken seriously. The Nagurikn Seva Trust,
which has filed 101 applications under KRIA.
has received tnformation tn only one case with
inthe prescribed timeand 19 responses after 15
days. Sumilar is the experienos of Public Affairs
Center (PAC) and other civil society sroups,

Y.G. Muralldharan

(The writer Is a constmer activist and may be

reached by e mall at creatorgadsify.comner oit
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Divestment Minlstry
has favourad allowing

PSUsz o bid for EIL.

ONGC has formead jt ventura
with BHEL and GAIL has
tled up with L&T for bldding.

Govt i8 selling 51% of its

holding of 90.40%
through strataglc sals.
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COMPARISON OF AVAILIBILITY OF OPEN SPACES
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Restoration of Mumbai’s Waterfronts
A Preliminary Survey and A Comprehensive Plan

P.K. Das Associates Architects
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Puttin

Hepzt MuTHIAH developing the ruins of the
Byramjee Jeejabhoy Villa
FTER trans- atop the hill, putting steps
forming the and benches on the hill,
Bandra coast- make pathways of sand and
line, Bandraites  gravel, and restoring the
now getting  ruined contours of the hill
down to theglory by earth terracing.
of the Bandra Hill or Lighting and security
Bandora, from where cabins along with seaside
Bandra gets its name. We wall construction will also
are talking about that rav- be taken up to prevent acci-
aged piece of land on which  dents on the hill. There is
stands the jesti no provision for any gate
Bandra Fort. but entry points are
A proposal to restore planned in such a way as to
and re-green the hill has be defined by shrubs and
been sent to the state's other plantation. Though
Heritage Committee forits o entry fee will be
approval and work is entry timings for the fort
expected to start soon. A area will be restricted.
year after work begins, you Permission for the
will be able to enjoy a stroll,  development of this land
sit on the benches and even  has already been received
hold small programmes on  from the Brihanmumbai
the hill - exactly like the Municipal Corporation and
Carter Road Palm the suburban collector.
Promenade - not to men- The plan has received
tion enjoy the grand view of in-principle appmval from
the two other points of the Heritage Committee,

Mumbai - Worli and
Nariman Point - from the
hill.

Rajya Sabha Member of
Parliament Shabana Azmi
is directing her MP's fund
at this project too, after
having funded the prome-
nades at Bandstand and
Carter Road.

"The project cost is Rs 1
crore, of which Rs 20 lakh
has been sanctioned by
Shabana Azmi's MP fund,"
says architect P K Das.
"More may follow if need-

. Legislator Baba
Siddiqui has sanctioned Rs
10 lakh from his MLA fund.
We are tying up with spon-
sors for the rest of the
money."

Das conceptualised the
project and is working with
the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust on it. Azmi
herself was not available for
comment.

The BBRT intends to
restore the greenery of the
much-ravaged hill and
redevelop the fort area.
"The hill used to have

since the Bandra Fort or
the Castella de Aguada, is a
Grade I1I structure, says
Arup Sarbadhikary.

the fort b
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“Couples are a
big put off”

YASMIN D'Costa, a resident of Pali Hill, says
she does not like fo come to the fort because

she gets put off by the presence of many cou-
ples. "I wish they had done this place better."
She recalls how during her school days it used
to be rocky. Today, the rocks seem to be disap-
pearing and so do the walls, she says.

Brothers Adi and Khushru Irani, who once
lived in Bandra and are now based in the US,
visited the fort during their visit to India to
relive their childhood memories.

Khushru feels the fort could be developed
into a good tourist attraction leveraging its sce-
nic location and its beautiful view of the sea.

Brother Adi feels the government could put
up a sign explaining the significance of the
place "We would often visit this place during
our school days, The government should also
tidy up the place," he says.

Birthc

Anniversa
Receptis

Kitty Pc

Any occasion, one suitable place

a name synonymous to cel

We now bring o you 7 banquet ha
having a capacity of 25 - 3

So come & make your party

L2
SHBETAL%

Linking Rd., Bandra (W). Tel: 6420041

enrol now for a 20% discount




Nasser Lalljee

Bandra = , Bt
ON this waterfront, there is certainly no Marlon Brando, but the people
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastline
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
took off with the Mohalla committee, which was formed in 1993, when

 Citizens in's'}pil‘fe. |

61
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Bandra face-lift

invested into the project. - :

The construction started in May 1999. Exactly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair an November 27, 2000. This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.
An interactive play to highlight the problems of the common man was

a group of people started taking :
an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Association in 1996,
which was later converted to a
trust in 2000.

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it
out in the court and got 1,500
trucks of debris removed from the
area facing the Bandstand Fort.
Once this was done the group
moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline. | 4
The idea was to preventitfrom en- (3
croachments, particularly those
that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel. i v

The citizens had already con- * S TR
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked with architect PK
Das; who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concerned bodies. The funds were
provided by ShabanaAzmi, MP, Rajya Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme

_for the infrastructure. But seeing the manner in which the work was
*proceeding, and the effort being poured by the locals, more money was

£ IND/A  —
/MA Y

-,

The TIMES O

held next on the May 6, 2001. .
©, e R E The variety of events held at the
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of ca-
maraderie among all those who
come here. They voluntarily stop
people from creating nuisance,
throwing rubbish as they have
developed a sense of ownership.
The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
i reclaimed land, from Bandstand
to St. Andrews Church corner, has
been saved from certain disaster.
Encroachment and other such
nuisances would have certainly
B destroyed the entire already en-
dangered coastline.
4 - “The people have developed a
SO good trust and funds are slowly
- e trickling in.”. The association and
locals are appealing to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per
month. Apart from this certain sponsors have taken a keen interest
and have contributed towards the development of gardens and other
features. * : :
If this example is emulated, a number of public spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people.

"WESTSIDE PLUS|”

29 20/
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The Bandra Waterfronts - Bandstand
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The Bandra Waterfronts — Carter Road
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The Bandra Waterfronts — Land’s End
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Plans Are Ready For The Dadar-Mahim Seafront Makeover. But Ca\ They Plug lllegal Drains, Resettle Slums Quickly?

SLUMBAY WATCH

A walk on the beach at Dadar can be compared with a stroll through a garbage dump, say some residents

Clara Lewis | TN

regarding the poor upkeep of
Mumbai’s western waterfront,
the civic administration is now
planning a beach nour

F aced with a barrage of criticism

Work is likely to start in six
months to a year, and would be
adaunting task considering that
it would require diverting
sewage lines which spew out
waste on to the beach, resettling
slum dwellers living nearby, and

plan along 4.5 kms of the Dadar-
Prabhadevi seaface. The project,
which includes building prom-
enades and restoring gardens
along the seaface, is aimed at
restoring a beach that has been
washed away under waves of
sewage, flotsam and debris.
The stretch to be covered is
from the Hinduja hospital end
at Mahim to Worli village and
will take around two years to
complete from the day work com-
mences. “We are planning to ap-
point a consultant to revive this
beach which, at present, is bereft
of sand,” said R A Rajeev, addi-
tional municipal commissioner.
The project is estimated to
cost around Rs 12-15 crore and
will require sand to be import-
- ed from other beaches (and even
the desert) to make the stretch
more hospitable to residents and
holidaying crowds.

\§

coordination between agencies
because land comes under the

The BMC’s beach
nourishment plan
would require tonnes
of sand to be
imported and spread
out along the 4.5-km-
long stretch between
Mahim and Worli

collector’s jurisdiction and the
revamp is being planned by the
civic corporation.

The blueprint is based on an
idea put forward by architect P
K Das who has also been in-
volved in the beautification and
restoration of Carter Road, Ban-
dra Bandstand and Juhu beach.
“Das will be appointed as a con-

sultant since he already has a
plan ready,” said Rajeev.

Of late, BMC has been re-
peatedly censured by activists
and citizen groups regarding the
plight of Mumbai’s beaches in-
cluding those at Versova, Dadar
and Marve. Mahim resident Ravi
Thatte, who is also on a civic su-
pervisory panel, says, “The
beach is polluted by untreated
sewage from illegal drains. BMC
had appointed a contractor to
clean up the beach, but he’s not
doing a very good job. There are
also two slums in the area.
Restoring the beach is a
grandiose plan and will take a
lot of doing.”

It was former Lok Sabha
speaker and Dadar resident
Manohar Joshi who set the ball
rolling for the Dadar revival plan
after a visit to Bandra where the
waterfront had been restored.
Joshi proposed that a wall be
constructed to prevent the beach
from further erosion. Eventual-
ly, the idea of a wall was shot
down when environmentalists
pointed out potentially adverse
effects. “Sea-wall construction

is now banned in the US as well
as central Europe. It is believed
that it damages the environment
by restricting the natural cycle
of inand outflow of water. Also
the impact of construction of a
sea-wall is felt at other beaches
where the displaced water re-
claims its space,” said Das.

Joshi’s suggestions, howev-
er, spurred a group to work on
an alternate plan. To start with,
a coastal and hydraulic study
was carried out by DHI (India)
Water and Environment Pvt Ltd
at the site. This included draw-
ing up a description of the area’s
coastline, an assessment of the
wave climate and hydrodynam-
ic conditions in the bay, and com-

iling recommendations on how
to implement the project.

The study found the Dadar-
Prabhadevi stretch to be a shal-
low tidal beach, narrow and slop-
ing. Government’s efforts to pro-
tect the coast had resulted in
rubble encroaching upon it. Be-
sides drains open ont it and un-

-planned-eonstructions have cor-

P
tributed to the debris and pol-
lution.

BEACH REVIVAL

Phase I

This includes a proposal to increase
the width of the beach from 5 me-
tres to 50 metres across a stretch
of L5 km from S K Bole Marg to
Suryavanshi Kshatriya Sabhagriha
Marg.

Phase I1

This includes redevelopment of the
beach at Hinduja Hospital, Keluskar
Marg (North & South), Mayor’s
Bungalow, development of two gar-
dens — Baji Prabhu Udyan and
Sant Dnyaneshwar Udyan — apart

from creation of access roads and

promenades

| Total cost: Rs 12-15 crore

IMPLEMENTATION
SCHEDULE

# Beach nourishment by bringing in
sand from other places: 9 months

¥ Redevelopment of two gardens
along the waterfront: 4 months

§ Promenades to be built at two lo-
cations: 6 months

¥ Extension of drains to divert the
sewage: 4 months

1 Building access roads: 6 months

SHIFTING THE SAND

1 Since the bay at Dadar-Mahim-
has very little sand, it has been
decided to bring it in from out-
side.

1 "Roughly around 300 trucks per
day for 6 months or six barges a
day for four months will be suffi-
cient to create the beach. While
the sea will continue to wash
away sand it will also bring it
back and the loss will be mini-
mal,” said P K Das, architect in
charge of the project.

¥ Sand will be brought in from oth-
er beaches, and may be even the
desert. Some replenishment of
sand may also be required every
5-10 years.

Citizen activism hits
Mumbai’s waterfront

TIMES NEW NETWORK

Mumbai: Increased awareness and
activism on the part of citizens has
over the last decade helped spruce up
some stretches of the western water-
front. It started with Girgaum Chow-
patty in 1999 when Shiv Sena leader
Pramod Navalkar, a minister in the
then ruling Sena-BJP government,
took the lead in cleaning the beach.

“Girgaum is a typically middle-
class dominated locality and there are
few places where these people can go
for fresh air or relaxation. At that time
Chowpatty was infested with beggars,
vagrants, malishwallas, hawkers and
it was rather unsafe for a family to
spend a late evening, so I decided to
restore it to these people,” says
Navalkar.

Navalkar being in the ruling par-
ty certainly helped as he received co-
operation from the collector’s office
and the police. BMC now ensures the
beach is clean at all times with the
help of private contractors, a police
watch tower and eight policemen who
guard it at all times. What’s more, a
food court has ensured that stalls have
been herded at one end and are not
scattered all over like earlier.

A similar initiative worked at Ban-
dra Bandstand and Carter Road too
following an incident in 1997-98 when
a ship named Zendong ran aground
off the Bandra coast. With the au-
thorities unwilling to clear the wreck,
there were reports that it would be
converted into a floatel. “It was then
that we went to court against the pro-
posal and won. Architect P K Das had
a plan for the beautification of the
beach and it served as a main catalyst
to restore the beach,’” said Roshan
Daboiwala, a longtime resident and
member of the Carter Road Residents’
Association.

Das, she said, also helped obtain
funds from then MP Shabana Azmi to
implement it. Azmi gave Rs 1 crore
each to the Carter Road and Band-
stand beaches. Today, not only do res-
idents and visitors enjoy an unre-
stricted view of the sea, but the prom-
enades have ensured that the beach
is not encroached upon.

A Juhu too benefitted from a residents’
initiative when local groups
approached the Bombay high court:
in 2002 seeking the cleaning up of
the city's largest beach.

W The Bandstand makeover was aided
by funding from the Jocal Member of
Parliament Shabana Azmi who used
part of her constituency funds to
spruce up the area

'V The Girgaum Chowpatty stretch,
once infested with vagrants, beggars
and hawkers, has been cleaned up
and a food court built at one end to
decongest the beach
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Chimbai beach to get facelift

Residents’ efforts to save seafront forces a reluctant BMC to take charge

Sayli Udas Mankikar
Mumbai, June 26

BANDRA MAY soon have anoth-
er waterfront to be proud of. If
everything works well, the little
known and disappearing Chim-
bai Beach will get a makeover
with features like promenades
and fish-food courts. '

The Chimbai beach is
a one-km stretch be-
tween Joggers’ Park and
Bandra Bandstand.

Credit goes to the lo-
cal residents, who have
been fighting to save
the beach for two years.
Impressed by their ef-
forts, the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has now taken over to de-
velop the seafront. The BMC
has appointed architect PK. Das
as a consultant.

“We will spend Rs 4 crore for
this public-private project. We
will meet the architect and then
discuss the plans with the stake-
holders around the area,” said
Anil Diggikar, additional munic-
ipal commissioner (Projects).
The plan also includes a drying
area for local fishermen.

The beach — an extension of
Chimbai fishing village — is a
sorry picture. A number of ille-
gal structures line the narrow
lanes leading to the waters,
while rocks bordering the sea

s

PEOPLE
POWER

have been dumped with debris.

“We will replace this with
sand-terraces, promenades and
resting areas. There will also be
a food court on weekends where
locals will make fish delicacies,”
said Das.

“This would not have been
possible without the persistent
effort of citizens.”

It all began after the
fisher folk of Chimbai
approached the H-West
Ward Residents’ Trust
to stop the Maritime
Board from construct-
ing a ‘tsunami wall’
along the coastline after
the 2005 deluge. “The
flooding was actually
because of the. debris,” said
Shyama Kulkarni, chairman of
the trust. .

The BMC had then expressed
its inability to clear the debris
saying JCBs could not reach the
beach. But Bandra resident Vick-
ram Rao, using personal funds,
cleared 40 truckloads of debris
from the site. A surprised BMC
then took over.

“We are glad the plan has
moved ahead, while the BMC
and collector have promised to
clear the encroachments,”
Kulkarni said, adding that there
were still about 100 truckloads of
debris on the site.

sayli.mankikar@
hindustantimes.com

ANAND SHINDE/H FILE PHOTO

Bandra’s Chimbai beach stretches from Joggers’ Park to Bandstand.
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- Gateway revamp plan gets civic panel nod

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

~ Mumbai: The Gateway of India
precinct makeover plan got its initial
boost on Wednesday with the civic
standing committee clearing the Rs 4.5
crore phase 1 of the project.

While the Grade 1 heritage monu-

ment itself would remain untouched,

phase 1 would include expanding the
pedestrian space in the precinct as well
as relocating all the public amenities at
a facility centre.

The facility centre to be located be-
hind the Shivaji statue will house all
the existing ticket counters that cur-
rently clutter the pathway to the
precinct. It will also have public toilets,
a police chowky, a BMC conservancy
chowky, an MTDC stall and the existing
Aarey stalls.

“The plan is to create more area for
public movement. For this, we will have
to remove the barricade around the gar-
den at Gateway and include some of it
in the paved portion. In a nutshell, the
phase 1 of the plan will look at en-
hancing pedestrian movement over ve-
hicular movement and at augmenting
the public facilities,” said P K Das, ar-

MAKEOVER: An artist’s impression of the proposed revamp of the Gateway of India

‘chitect for the Indian National Trust for

Art & Cultural Heritage (Intach), which
has been awarded the contract for draw-

ing up Gateway revamp plan.
Even though the work of executing
the plan was awarded to Prime Engi-

neers on Wednesday, standing commit-
tee member Ravindra Pawar opposed
the idea. “The plan makes no provision
for parking based on the argument that
most people who come to Gateway use
public transport or tourist vehicles. The
cars belong to those who visit the near-
by Taj hotel. How can they go ahead with
the plan without permission from the
traffic department?”’ asked Pawar.
Satish Mathur, joint commissioner of
police (traffic), said he was yet to get a
copy of the plan. ‘

According to Das, the precinct would
be made into a no-parking zone. “The
world over, no monument allows park-
ing in its precinct. The Taj hotel has
provisions for underground parking
which it has closed down for some rea-
son and many of its cars are parked out-
side. All this would be cleared up soon.
Parking space for tourist buses and cars
will be taken care of in phase 2,” said
Das. He added that phase 2 would look
at whether the area from the museum
to Regal theatre can be converted into
a BMC parking zone.

“Also the BMC is proposing to build
an underground parking lot near Regal
theatre,” said Das.




Get ready for a clean Juhu beach

In 12 Weeks relocate food stalls and build car park, orders high court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JUNE 28

ONE of Mumbai’s
busiest beachfronts will soon
bid adieu to the chaos cre-
ated by more than 100 hawk-
ers. It will also sport a gate-
way to the beach and several
public conveniences.

Thanks to an order deliv-
ered by the Bombay High
Court on Monday, the
three-year-old Juhu beach
restoration and redevelop-
ment plan spearheaded by
residents has now received a
major impetus.

A division bench of act-
ing Chief Justice A P Shah

THE PLAN

@ 125food stalls to be re-
located to proposed food
court

@ Podium to be built as
gateway to the beach

@ Parking lot to be re-
vamped to accommodate
more vehicles

@ Ramp to facilitate Gana-
patiimmersions

@ Encroachments includ-
ing bungalow extensions to
be cleared

P———

D DA

Nearly 125 bustling food stalls selling piping-hot vada pav, masala dosa and pav bhajis will
be relocated to a yet-to-be built food court at the northern end of the central chowpatty

and Justice S U Kamdar di-
rected the relocation of 125
food stalls at the central
chowpatty along the Juhu
Tara Road within 12 weeks.

The petition was filed by
120 local residents’ associa-
tions, Rotary Clubs and ho-
tels.

Accordingly, the central
chowpatty will get a podium
that will act as the gateway
to the beach.

Before it is built, 125

twowheelers ==

Parking for 152 §
four wheelers _"’mé
g

bustling food stalls selling
piping-hot vada paav,
masala dosa and pav bhajis
will be relocated to a yet-to-
be built food court at the
northern end of the central
chowpatty.

The facility, says the or-
der, should have hygienic
surroundings, water connec-
tions and a garbage disposal
and drainage network.

Each stall owner will
have to deposit Rs 40,000

with the suburban district
collector that would entitle
him to a 2 m x 1m built-up
space to be built by the Ma-
harashtra Housing and De-
velopment Authority.

The food court, the high
court said while considering
objections raised by the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Smarak
Samiti, will be located 60
feet from a statue of Chha-
trapati Shivaji standing at
the elbow of Juhu Tara

Road.

A concrete ramp will
scythe through the food
court and take beach-goers
to the shore.

According to the plan, a
ramp has been built at the
northern section of the cen-
tral chowpatty to facilitate
Ganapati immersions. Pub-
lic convenience centres will
also be built at the central
chowpatty.

The high court has also
ordered the civic authorities
to return land being used as a
parking lot to the Airports
Authority of India, which
had leased it to the civic
body.

It will be revamped to ac-
commodate more vehicles
— 185 two-wheelers and 152
four-wheelers.

The Rs 1.5-crore plan
also includes clearing eight
access lanes, creating a small
park and removing en-
croachments including pri-
vate bungalow extensions.

Counsels Shiraz Rustom-
jee and Jamshed Mistry rep-
resented the petitioners.



A Slumdwellers’ Initiative To Help The Poor & A Plan To Turn Waterfr

GIVING MUMBAI A
EA-FRONT CHANGE

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: When a lackadaisi-
cal city government allowed
one of its biggest assets—the
waterfronts—to deteriorate
into dumpyards and be used
as open-air toilets, a deter-
mined group of Ccitizens
thought it was time to take
charge. Over the last six years,
thanks largely to a citizens’
initiative, about seven kilo-
metres of Mumbai's western
waterfronts have been re
claimed and turned into what
architect P K Das calls the
city’s “cultural forecourts”.
On Thursday, this perse-
verance finally paid off when
:he Mumbai Waterfront Im-
arovement Centre (MWIC), a
secently registered trust,
shared the $100,000 Deutsche
3ank Urban Age Award with
wmother organisation for help-
ng “transform the lives of
Viumbai'’s citizens"
Das, one of the four
rustees who received the
wvard on behalf of the MWIC,
1as been largely credited with
ransforming Bandra Land’s
ind and the Bandstand and
sarter Road promenades, as
vell as the 4-km stretch of
‘uhu beach. He has done all
his with the active support of

P -

PUTTING A SHINE ON OUR SHORES: The Ban

) | e ¥

dstand promenade is a popular evening haunt for people

from across Mumbai. (Above left) At the Khar end, the Carter Road promenade is designed to
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esident associations and project into the rocks. (Above right) Strollers at Carter Road. (Below, from left) Actress and MP
unds from local MPs. Shabana Azmi, Deutsche Bank chairman Josef Ackerman, architect P K Das and his MwiC

A maverick housing ac- colleague with their Rs 20 lakh cheque

ivist, Das said he faced threats
f physical violence when food
talls that had encroached on
uhu beach were sought to be
elocated. “Our waterfronts
re now unbarricaded public
paces, which are truly open
nd democratic in nature,” he
’ld TOI after receiving a Rs
) lakh cheque, the MWIC's
aare of the award.
Civicactivist and co-trustee
* the MWIC, Darryl D'Monte,
ho has been in the forefront
" maintaining the two Ban-
a promenades, said, “It has
2en sometimes a long and
ainful struggle to get
\ese projects going.

Very often we have to do so in
spite of the authorities. Six
years after the inception of the
two promenades in Bandra, we
are facing opposition from the
Maharashtra Maritime Board,
which thinks it owns these
public properties.”

D'Monte accused the board
of refusing the citizens’ asso-
ciation permission to repair
the sea walls, repave the struc-
tures and remove unautho-
rised encroachments.

‘The MWIC plans to utilise
the prize money to push its
plan for the Dadar-Prabhade-

i beach, which is about

4km long and suffers from ero-
sion. “The nourishment plan
aims to check the erosion and

The Versova waterfront is
the other project that Das
plans to take up. The centre

to regain the beach for public also proposes to survey and
use in one of the most con- map water bodies, rivers,
gested areas of the island city” creeks and seafronts so it cars
said the MWIC. plan public spaces.

@ Helped build the Carter Road promenade at Bandra, trans-
forming what was a neglected and encroached seafront intoa
lively place for the public

© Similarly helped transform the Bandstand promenade

@ Spruced up Land's End, where Bandra fort stood, and built an
amphitheatre there

® Helped spruce up Juhu beach, especially by relocating ugly
and intrusive food stalls to a proper food court

@ Aplan to reinvigorate the Dadar-Prabhadevi beach, which is

4km long and suffers from erosion. The MWIC wants the public

to use the beach again

® Reviving and sprucing up the Versova waterfront

@ Proposal to study, survey and map rivers, creeks, other water

bodies and seafronts so more public spaces can be created
Hold workshops, spread information

THE GOAL: T0 OPEN UP OUR WORLD

7§ 7 he Mumbai Waterfront Improvement Committee (MWIC)
1 was registered as a trust only a couple of months ago,
but it has been involved in transforming the city for
several years now. Its main aim is to create places along
waterfronts, and maybe even other water bodies, for the public
to relax and snatch much-needed moments of leisure.

“The 44 kilometres of the western coast have never been
considered in the planning and development process as an
integral part of the city's land. On the contrary, the waterfronts
have been constantly abused by reclamation, sewage disposal
and encroachment. Yet, for the millions who live in our crowded
city, the waterfronts are the only major open spaces—whether
it is Marine Drive or Chowpatty, Haji Ali or Worli Seaface, Dadar
beach or Bandra Bandstand, Carter Road or Juhu beach, or
Versova," states the project description of the MWIC.




Mumbai 2007

This is to certify that
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is @ winner of the Deutsche Bank Urban Age Award: Mumbai 2007
and will receive
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A Passion to Perform. Deutsche Bank

85



86

Excellence on the Waterfront

7 WATERFRONT (CENTER
idré\l;&%\g ANNUAL AWARD

‘ HONOR AWARD
“Clearwater Citizens Award”

Bandra Band-stand & Carter Road
Wateqfroni‘ @eve(@ament

Bandra West Residents ‘Association
Mumbai, India

for a quality waterfront project selected in a

Juried competition ﬂ

Larry Beasley

November 15, 2002

Chain, Waterfront Center Jury
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Juhugir.”
Pvar se.

Double open space: add almost 3 Oval maidans L b - ; St
Create 10 km tree-lined, flood-free walkway along Irla nala - | E.'U
Inter-connect open spaces with stitutions & amenities
Re-align & integrate Metro rail network with public spaces
Protect beach, improve access, enhance facilities
Provide civic amenities for gaothans, re-develop slums
Form a model for neighbourhood planning,
participation & governance

VILE PARLE
STATION

JUHU AERODROME

ARABIAN SEA

Vision Juhu
Expanding public space

Kamala Raheja Vidyanidhi Institute for Architecture ¢ PK Das & Associates, Architects © Mumbai Waterfronts Centre

Supported by: Juhu Citizen's Welfare Group (JCWG) ¢ Gulmohar Area Society's Welfare Group
Juhu Scheme Residents Association * JVPD Housing Association Limited ¢ Gaothan Area Residents Association of Juhu (GARAJ)
Juhu Residents Association * Irla Residents Association * Rotary Club of Juhu ¢ Reserach Sponsor: ICICI Prudential

Contacts: anirudh.paul@gmail.com ¢ pkdas.arch@gmail.com ¢ daryldmonte@gmail.com
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Indira Munshi & PK. Das
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